[Complete cytogenetic response obtained with unrelated donor lymphocyte infusion for relapse of chronic myeloid leukemia in blastic crisis after allogeneic bone marrow transplantation].
A 35-year-old man with chronic myeloid leukemia (CML) in blastic crisis (BC) received an allogeneic bone marrow transplant from an unrelated donor in October 1998 after three cycles of chemotherapy. BC relapse developed on day 349 after transplantation. After one cycle of chemotherapy and treatment with interferon, the patient received donor lymphocyte infusion (DLI), and this resulted in a complete cytogenetic response 21 days later. Grade III acute graft-versus-host disease developed on day 25 after DLI, but this was resolved after administration of prednisolone. Disease relapse occurred at extramedullary sites on day 162 after DLI, and the patient died of sepsis after receiving chemotherapy. This case illustrates that unrelated DLI can induce remission successfully in patients with relapse of CML in BC through a graft-versus-leukemia effect.